
IPM MEETING 

BISD Board Room                                                                                                                           5.09.18 

 

PRESENT: Christy Carr, Logan Fenwick, Max Gordinier, Dianne Speers, Bernie Mejia, Charles Schafer, Dianne Speers, 

Tamela Van Winkle  

ABSENT: Russell Milbrot, Chris Rauch, Dana Coggon, Dale Spoor 

 

INTRODUCTIONS  

A packet of materials distributed included the minutes from the meeting May 3, 2017 and BISD Properties Including 

Critical Areas by Tax Parcel. Christy Carr, Long Range Planner for the City of Bainbridge Island (CoBI) supplied four 

documents; a Critical Areas Review by BISD Property, and Resource Sheets on Tree and Vegetation Activities, Tree and 

Vegetation Activities – Invasive Species Removal and Tree and Vegetation Activities – Hazard Tree Removal.  

 

Charles Schafer commended the BISD grounds personnel regarding to the amount of work achieved by their small 

group.  

 

CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 

Christy Carr presented the land use impacts of the recently implemented Critical Areas Ordinance on the Bainbridge 

Island School District (BISD) properties. Christy has worked with BISD on the Habitat Management Plan for the Blakely 

Replacement Project and was instrumental in attaining the Blakely Habitat Management Plan (HMP)for the property.  

She explained that the state mandated critical areas ordinance was recently completed and was been implemented April 

23, 2018. CoBI is currently working on the comprehensive plan.  

 

The critical areas ordinance is to support island Native Vegetation Protection Areas (NVPA) which serves to protect the 

finite groundwater resources by protecting and maintaining aquifer recharge (ARPA). The reason the aquifer is so 

important is because it is the island’s sole source for drinking water. Aquifers rely on rainwater for replenishment and 

the more land that is covered in impermeable surfaces such as buildings, roads and parking lots, the less rainfall can be 

absorbed into the aquifer. Therefore, limiting hard surfaces serves to protect the aquifer. The NVPA requirement applies 

to certain properties zoned as R-0.4, R-1 and R-2 designations. Triggers are tied to stormwater regulations which 

requires a site assessment review (SAR). Washington stormwater laws state that developers must place dispersion areas 

that treat the developed property as it was before any building ever existed.   

 

Not all BISD properties have an Aquifer Recharge Protection Area (ARPA). The main campus, including Commodore, the 

high school (BHS), Ordway, Transportation, Maintenance and the District Office is not considered an ARPA. However, all 

other campuses including Woodward, Sakai, Blakely and Wilkes and the Mandus Olson and Sands Avenue properties are 

ARPAs.  

 

INTERRUPTED BUFFERS 

Exceptions to buffer regulations include “Interrupted Buffers” which are wetland buffer areas that are disturbed by 

something such as a roadway. Trails and paths are excluded. The Transportation pavement serves as an interrupted 

buffer and Sands Avenue is interrupted by Walden Lane.   

 

WETLANDS 

The City of Bainbridge Island has adopted the Washington State Department of Ecology recommendations to protecting 

wetlands. Wetland buffers are areas that surround a wetland and reduce adverse impacts to wetland functions and 

values from adjacent development. Research indicates that buffers reduce wetland impacts by moderating the effects of 



stormwater runoff including stabilizing soil to prevent erosion; filtering suspended solids, nutrients, and harmful or toxic 

substances; and moderating water level fluctuations. Studies indicate that buffers from 50-150 feet are necessary. 

Wetland ratings on the island range from 1, requiring more buffer (300 feet from the wetland) to 4, which requires the 

lowest buffer. Wilkes had a grandfathered 100 foot buffer from its wetland but further building will trigger an increase in 

the buffer. 

 

WOODWARD/ SAKAI PROPERTY 

The Woodward/Sakai trail will be difficult to build because of the restrictions on steep slopes which require a set-back of 

25 feet. Bernie Mejia commented that the aquafer along Sportsman Club Road perks up through the ground regularly 

during large rainfall accumulations. Easily saturated areas are visible by their vegetation such as Spirea and Horsetail. 

 

SUSTAINABLE BAINBRIDGE/LETS PULL TOGETHER SCOTCH BROOM 

The Lets Pull Together Scotch Broom program is currently on hold as they have exhausted their funds. Max Gordinier is 

applying for grants to continue funding the program. Work parties totaling 500 individuals have been pulling Scotch 

Broom. Ivy is also an issue, particularly on the Highway 305. Suggestions for National Honors student community 

volunteer requirements might be a resource for Sustainable Bainbridge. 

 

BEE HIVES 

Charles Schafer has assisted Carl Lindbloom in implementing a student hive study and maintenance program on the 

Larry Nakata property. Unfortunately, the students lost interest over the summer and the hives were neglected.  

Mason Bees are currently increasing in popularity because; 

• The males do not die after breeding, 

• They are excellent pollinators, 

• This bee type is not as susceptible to the same stresses as honey bees, and 

• The male orchard bees do not have stingers.    

One of The main reasons for the bee decline, according to Charles, is the Varroa Mite, an external parasite that attacks 

honey bees by attaching itself onto them and passing on a disease called varroosis. The virus can weaken and shorten a 

bee’s life as well as kill colonies by causing mutations such as missing legs or wings. 

In addition to viruses, bees’ worst enemies are yellow jackets. They bite off the bees’ heads and take the bodies away as 

food for their nests.     

 

CONTACT LIST; 

Dana Coggon                  dcoggan@co.kitsap.wa.us 

Max Gordinier                stopscotchbroom@gmail.com 

Bernie Mejia                   bmejia@bisd303.org  

Charles Schafer              schaferlandscape@gmail.com 

Dianne Speers                dspeers@bisd303.org 

Dale Spoor                      dale.spoor27@gmail.com 

Christy Carr                     ccarr@bainbridgewa.gov 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Dianne Speers 
































